Immunotherapy with Mycobacterium w vaccine decreases the incidence and severity of type 2 (ENL) reactions.
Immunotherapy with Mycobacterium w (M.w) vaccine was given to 45 patients with multibacillary (MB) leprosy; 41 similarly classified patients served as controls. All patients received standard multidrug therapy (MDT). Incidence, severity and frequency of type 2 (ENL) reactional episodes were monitored in both groups in a follow-up extending up to 4 years. Reactions were seen in fewer vaccinated (10/37) BL and LL patients than in the control group (12/34). A total of 20 episodes were recorded in the vaccine group as against 29 in the controls, 75% of reactions were mild in vaccinated and 51.72% were mild in the control group patients, and 3 patients in the control group had more than 3 reactional episodes. None of the vaccinated patients showed this. No additional incidence of neuritis were seen among vaccinated individuals during reactional episodes.